February  3rd 2009 –MAHA Monthly Meeting  - 7: 10 PM

Attending: Shelly Becker, Heather Ryan, Cindy Myhre, Peter Longchamp, Mike Morgan, George Tucker, Don Devaney, Tony Niemo, Scott Smith, Bryan Carson, Molly Leach
General Membership: Kelly Boe (U14 Board Representative), Ellen Usilton (Squirt A Board Representative), Barb Beattie (Jamoboree Mite Board Representative)

Motion to approve the 1/6/09 minutes made by Molly Leach and seconded by Mike Morgan and approved unanimously.

Cindy Myhre opened the meeting by stating that she wants to give everyone the right to freely voice their opinion.  However, we need to have control of ourselves otherwise we will need to change the format of the meetings. Shelly Becker concurred and said we need to conduct ourselves professionally.  

General Membership: Kelly Boe U14 Rep said that the U14 coaches, parents and players wants to have MAHA fund the teams upcoming Skip Brush Tournament.  Peter Longchamp and Devin McLaughlin worked together to find enough teams to fill the tournament. Amount was made stating the followining “ Since the U14 team does not participate in states the MAHA board will agree to put the amount it would have cost to send the team to states towards the Skip Brush Tournament fee.” The motion was approved unanimously. 

Kelly Boe also said that a parent on the team commented on the fact that a U12 practice that was scheduled for 45 minutes on a weekend was cut short to 25 minutes because of games running late.  Molly Leach said that next year she will have MAHA policy about running time and games running late posted in the score booth.     

Directors Reports:

Peter Longchamp, George Tucker, Don Devaney, Mike Morgan, Heather Ryan, & Mike Vincent – nothing to report
Cindy Myhre -  She will be signing an amendment to the ice contract that adds $1000.50 of ice time along with a state tournament bill of $2008.52. 

She also said that every two years we need to file an annual report with the Secretary of States office.  It is mailed to Fritz Langrock to make sure it gets done.  

 Cindy also filed our nonprofit tax return.  Next year we will need to disclose our volunteer hours on the tax return.  This includes board members, coaches, and parent volunteers.  

She received an email from Dan MacIntosh about a girls U10 cross ice tournament in late February at CSB.  He would field a team from the U10 team, squirts, mites and U12 teams. He wanted to know if it would be okay to participate.  The board agreed to allow him to field a team.  

There was an issue with the U12 team that occurred in Barre.  The game apparently did not go well. The coached talked to the girls in the locker room about their performance and left hurriedly to get to his sons game in Montpelier.  He left leaving things in a negative way.  He was approached by a parent and a verbal altercation occurred. The coach called a parent meeting at the practice following the game and talked to the girls on the ice about his actions.  The problem has been resolved.

Bryan Carson- The new website is up and running Dee Flagg came up with the design and Bryan put it altogether.  A big function that he website has allows for the schedule to be updated and a notice that a change has been made to the schedule will be emailed to any parent who registers on the site. The site address is MAHA.middleburyhockey.org.  It’s awesome.  

Scott Smith –Scott thanked Kelly Boe for all the work he did on putting the survey together last year.  He is going to be handing out the surveys shortly.  He also offered Shelly Becker assistance in throwing the Chicks with Sticks event.  

Tony Niemo – Tony will be setting up a few dates for rental equipment to be returned.  Our goalie equipment is in rough shape.  We need to acquire some new gear.   

Shelly Becker – Shelly discussed the “Chicks with Sticks” event. All girls in the MAHA program are encouraged to come and bring a “non’ hockey friend.  She has enough skates, helmets, and sticks but needs elbow pads, shin pads and pants.  Mike Morgan said we should check our insurance policy to see what equipment would be absolutely required.   A little discussion followed about having this event early in the season to recruit new girls players for the season.
General Discussion:
Skip Brush – 

The Bantam A team is really down on players due to injuries and the coach requested that he be able to ask some of the B team players to fill in.  The Skip Brush tournament is outside of the normal season.  The  MAHA handbook page 12 states that “MAHA does not organize or select teams for Tournament Season, which begins after the Vermont State Tournaments are concluded.  Although MAHA will act as a sponsor………….it is the responsibility of individual members of MAHA to organize a team at a particular level, select players, and coaches, and arrange and pay for tournaments games and practices.”    

Motion: The Head Coach of the Bantam A team can choose to use as many Bantam B players and 3 high school players to fill a Bantam A tournament team for the Skip Brush Tournament not to exceed 20 players.  

Vote: 9 yeas, 1 nea, 1 abstain

Further clarification; USA Hockey guidelines allow high school players to move back to their local program after the high school season. So age appropriate players should be able to play in the Skip Brush Tournament.   

Skate-A-Thon –  is scheduled for 2/22/09 from 2:30-5:30. The purpose of the fundraiser is to raise funds towards the purchase of a skate sharpening machine.   Old jerseys will be given away as prizes during the event.     

March Ice Times –  Ice time was recalculated and we have 33.25 hours available.  Derek Bartlett is envisioning having teams of 9 (3 on 3) with continually line shifts. Two 15 minute cross ice games would be going at the same time. After 15 minutes the teams would switch. During an hour ice time, where 4 teams would be present, each team would play 3 games.   

Whitney Cups – They have been ordered

State Tournament Bantam A –  The State Board will allow 4 B players to be put on the A team for the state tournament based on MAHA’s request.  Injuries have reduced this already small team to approximately 7 players.  The B players who move up will also be allowed to play in the B tournament.  The State Board placed the condition that if the A team, with these additional players wins the State Tournament or comes in second place they will not be able move on to regional or sectional play.  

Mike Vincent state that a referee that is not appropriate for this level of play is scheduled for the Bantam A State Tournament.   He has also made a duty sheet and assigned jobs and received on 6 checks.  

Petitioning the state board to drop MAHA from the A level to AB- the board discussed putting a proposal together to ask the state to review our status as an A organization and give them and alternative way to determine how organizations are assigned to a specific level.  This is something we agreed to work on in the spring and early summer.    
Molly Leach motioned to adjourn at 10:10 PM.  Peter Longchamp seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously. Next meeting scheduled for 3-3-09 at 7PM.

