January  6th 2009 –MAHA Monthly Meeting  - 7: 12 PM

Attending: Mike Vincent, Shelly Becker, Heather Ryan, Cindy Myhre, Peter Longchamp, Mike Morgan, George Tucker, Don Devaney, Tony Niemo, Scott Smith, Bryan Carson
General Membership: Kelly Boe, Ellen Usilton (Squirt A Board Representative), Barb Beattie (Jamoboree Mite Board Representative), Ernie Audet, and Tom Yurista
Motion to approve the 12/2/08 minutes made by Heather Ryan and seconded by Mike Morgan and approved unanimously.

Motion to approve the 12/10/08 minutes made by Mike Morgan and seconded by Don Devaney and approved unanimously.

General Membership: Tom Yurista said that when the Mite program changed over from full to cross ice he was told that the Jamboree Mites would only be having 3-4 travel games. This year the Jamboree Mites have had 7-8 travel games.  He also stated that because of this schedule the number of Jamboree Mites showing up at House League is fewer and fewer.  As a result there are fewer role models (Jamobree Mites) for the House Mites to look up to. He suggested that the emphasis of the Mite Program be focused more around House League. He further suggested having a 1 1/2 – 2 hour house league early on Saturday without a Jamoboree Mite travel game being scheduled for that day and really encourage the Travel Mites to show up to House League.  

Bryan Carson commented that back to back 7 am practices on weekends really wipes out the Mites.  

Ernie Audet commented that we need to prevent the tension and stress going on in the program from occurring next year.  

There was a suggestion about seeking out a few board members that do not have kids in the program.    

Directors Reports:

Peter Longchamp, George Tucker, Don Devaney, Mike Morgan, Heather Ryan, Cindy Myhre, and Shelly Becker had nothing to report.

Scott Smith – He went through the surveys and wondered if we should reissue the survey this season.  He also said handing it out at practice instead of mailing it would be more of a personal touch which may translate into a better response. The consensus was that reissuing the survey would be a good idea.
Tony Niemo – We need more black pucks and we need to get a combination lock on the locker to keep a better handle on things.  Bottom line is that pucks are disappearing.  
Mike Vincent – He has received 5 checks for the State Tournament and is waiting on the 6th.  He needs to get in touch with Bill Ford to work out the tournament brackets and game times.  He needs to create a duty list for the tournament.  

Cindy Myhre -  Cindy asked if the U14 coaching schedule has worked out.  Shelly Becker said that it is much better.  The coaches got together and worked out a schedule so that all games and practices are covered.

A U14 parent asked why the fee for the girls program is the same as the Squirt, Pewee, and Bantam Program even though the U14 team is not going to the State Tournament.  Cindy told them that if the team finds a tournament they want to play in, MAHA will cover up to what it would cost to have them go to the State Tournament.  

There was a request from the U12 coach asking if he could give out additional awards beyond the certificates and Whitney Cup.  The consensus was that he could give out additional Trophies but MAHA would not fund the purchase of the additional trophies. 

General Discussion:
Skip Brush – 

As of today the Squirt B slot is empty, the U14 has cancelled, and Pewee level has two teams including the MAHA team.  If we cannot get at least three teams for the Pewee level or the Squirt B level they will need to be cancelled.

The Squirt A slot has three teams including the MAHA team.  

Bantam B has at least 6 teams wanting to come and the Bantam A has 3 teams.  Peter cannot at this point agree to have 6 Bantam B teams come because the number of games required would interfere with the Pewee schedule. The board agreed that if in 2 weeks he cannot fill the Pewee slot he can cancel the Pewee level and open up the Bantam B Tournament to more teams.  

Skate-A-Thon – 

Shelly emailed all the information to Leigh before Christmas but has not heard from her.   

Player Movement Between Levels (Mite to Squirt, Squirt to Squirt, Squirt to Pewee etc….)   There was a request to move players up to other teams for a number of reasons. Reasons included, but were not limited to: challenging the player who is moving up and improving the performance of the receiving team 

Don said that we already have people questioning the evaluation process and that moving players between the levels further devalues the evaluation process.  

Mike Morgan stated that having this as a policy would give the kids on the bubble a chance to play a different level of hockey which would give them more experience.

Don said that this just moves the bubble level down.   

Tony stated that having the policy would give kids the incentive to work hard. It would challenge them and help improve the receiving team’s level of play.  

Heather said that historically the move up policy has been designed to benefit an exceptional player and not the receiving team. She also said that she does not think the new policy as proposed will be used equitably throughout the MAHA program.  Can we expect to put a Squirt player into a Pewee game when they have not been exposed to checking.

Shelly commented that this proposed policy is different than what we agreed to do for the Bantam Team this year.  The Bantam team decision was based upon the need of the receiving team to fill the roster.  

Cindy asked if there have been any issues with the movement of players from the Bantam B team to the Bantam A team; specifically how the returning team welcomes their players back.  Mike Vincent said that there have not been any problems regarding this. 

Mike Morgan stated that this type of movement has happened before and has worked out well.

A comment was made that in the past movement has occurred due to a team being short players during a game due to sickness, injury, vacation etc….. While this was not written policy this was done to allow the team to maintain a full roster.

The conclusion was that we need to revisit this during the off season, create policy regarding how or if we are going to do it, and start it at the beginning of the season.

Mike Morgan asked what he should tell his coaches about when it is appropriate to bring a player up.  The response was that the number of players on a team at the beginning of the season dictates if a player can be moved up. For example if the team has 14 players and on game day will have 14 players then no additional players can move up for that game.  If that team is down to 12 players for that game then a maximum of 2 players can be brought up so that the roster is back to the original number (14).  In this situation the receiving coach needs to ask the sending coach ahead of time.  The decision to play will be between the sending coach, receiving coach and the player’s parent(s).   

March Ice Times – 

Cross ice games will consist of a mix of





Mites and Squirts





Pewees and Bantams





U12 and U14

There are 38 ½ hours of ice time after Skip Brush.  This would translate to roughly 13 hours per group.  

Whitney Cups-  Need 9 trophies. 1 per team.

Issue during Bantam B game with Rutland-

MAHA Bantam B Team does not want to play Rutland at the Rutland rinks. The MAHA team went to Rutland expecting to play a Rutland AB team.  After the fact it was determined that the Rutland Program does not have an AB team. It was a made up team comprised of mostly A players with a few B players.  There were 13 penalties against the Rutland Team during the game.  With 18 seconds left in the game a Rutland player charged the MAHA goalie and ran him over, injuring him.   The Rutland player received a Major penalty.  The MAHA coaches sent their players to the locker room while they were tending to the injured player. Mike Vincent told the referee to let the clock expire. When the players got off the ice they slapped their sticks against the boards. A Rutland parent made some unnecessary comments to the MAHA players as they got off the ice. The rink manager proceeded to enter the MAHA locker room and starting talking to them about not damaging rink facilities.   At this time no coaches were in the locker room. One of the MAHA players was taking his jersey off while the rink manager was talking.  The rink manager grabbed him and told him he should be paying attention. Afterwards the child’s parent confronted the rink manager about the situation.  

Cindy said she would discuss the situation with the State President, RAHA President, and then draft a letter to RAHA and the rink manager.  She will show the letter to Fritz Langrock first before sending the letter to the RAHA Board, Rink Manager, with a carbon copy to the State Board. 

Mike Morgan motioned to adjourn at 9:51 PM.  Don Devaney seconded the motion. Motion approved unanimously. Next meeting scheduled for 2-3-09 at 7PM.
