May 20, 2008 MAHA Monthly Meeting

Attending – Cindy Myhre, Mike Morgan, Don Devaney, Shelly Becker, Mike Vincent, George Tucker, Peter Longchamp, Tony Niemo, Molly Leach,  Leigh Harris, Derek Bartlett

Minutes for April meeting approved unanimously.

General Membership – Nothing to report

Director’s reports -  

Mike Morgan, Peter Longchamp, Leigh Harris, Molly Leach, Tony Niemo, George Tucker: Nothing to report.
Mike Vincent: 

State Board wants MAHA to pay $568 towards the State Tournament Shirts.  Next main state board meeting is in August.  There may be a girls hockey meeting before then.  
Shelly Becker:

At the girls hockey meeting all programs are having the same issues with player numbers.  The exception is Mississquoi.  Essex and CSB are looking into having a combined girls program so they can field a true U14 team at the A and B levels.  Rutland is looking into the idea as well. Statewide only 5 of the 20 U14 teams are true U14 teams. 

Don Devaney: 

Glades have decided to drop their game schedule from 70 to 50 games. 

Cindy Myhre:

Girls Survey Draft has not been finished by Kelly Boe.  He said he would have it done by the end of the week.  Cindy will email it around for a quick discussion once she gets it.  After the discussion it will be mailed out.  

High school Hockey Program:  The school board passed the proposal to have a member to member agreement with up to 5 players from outside the school district able to take advantage of the option.  The sending school will need to pay $1000 to send the player to the MUHS team.  There are 6 returning members of the high school team.  1 senior and 1 sophomore at MUHS play on the midget team and may like to play for the high school. There will also be 6 freshmen next year (2 of which are goalies).  In total there are 14 students within the district that are potentials for the team (3 are goalies).

Discussion ensued about getting a meeting together with the out of district players and a meeting with the freshmen at MUHS to discuss the midget and the high school program.

General Discussion Regarding Next Year’s MAHA Teams:

Girls program based on the anticipation that all eligible girls will return

U14: Birth Years 94’, 95’, 96’, plus a couple of 97’s (10-11 players)

U12: Birth Years 99’, 00’, mite 99’ players moving out of the mite program, and the remaining 97’ players (11-12 players)

The topic of sign up came around with a discussion about whether it should just be a general girls signup or have them sign up for U12 or U14

Budget: How many teams should we budget for?


Team:

Number of anticipated players
Number of teams to budget for

Midget:          8 








1

Bantam:       21 including the 6 that could play for the high school team
1

Pewee:        18








1

           Squirt:          29                                                                                               2

Mites:           50-60








2

Girls:             23








2

Pond Hockey:








1

Girls introductory:








1


Learn to Skate: 








1

2008-2009 Schedule:  October 25th to the end of March.  Play ends in February with the continuation of practices until the Skip Brush Tournament.  After Skip Brush 3 on 3 to 4 on 4 cross ice interleague play. (mites merged with squirts, pewees with bantams etc…..)  Shelly made the first motion to start the season on October 25th and extend it to the end of March.  It was seconded by Don and passed unanimously.

Instead of having the first 2 weeks of the season as group skill development prior to evaluations it was discussed to have the 1st weekend of skating to be with coaches, Bill Beaney would come the following week and the evaluations would be on the second weekend.  

Memorial Day Parade: Instead of giving out candy we decided to give out pucks with a sticker on each that encourages kids to check out the hockey program.  

Topic of playing in the state tournament came up:  Options included petitioning up or down on a case by case basis or asking the state board to move the entire program to the AB level for at least this year.  Coaches need to know about the deadline to move up or down levels or the deadline to opt out of the state tournament.   

Derek Bartlett proposed to the board having the first month of the season with one game a weekend. On the off day they could have full ice practice (at least for the older players U14, Midget, Bantams, and Pewee). To keep things equitable, from January 1- the end of the season all teams would have access to a full ice practice once a week or every other week.  He also proposed limiting the total number of games to 20 or so a season, playing in the Skip Brush, maybe playing the State Tournament, and maybe 1 travel tournament.  Board needs to dictate the number of games and tournaments, not the coaches.   The board said it would consider the above proposal.

Molly asked about the number of games she should schedule. The consensus was to shoot for the middle of the guidelines found in the handbook.

Board decided to have 2 full ice practices per month for midgets, bantams, pewee, girls U14 during the first half of the season and incorporate the squirts and girls U12 into this for the second half of the season.

There was discussion about sending a letter with the proposed changes for the 2008-2009 season to MAHA families to explain what changes are being made to the program and why.  

